1- What is “Christmas”? 

2-Oh, I can tell you. In America it is celebrated on the 25th of December. Christmas is a religious holyday and one of the happiest holidays of the year, because it is the day when the Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Usually the Americans prepare for Christmas before the event. 

- What do they usually do?

- They choose a tree and decorate it with ornaments and lights. They buy gifts for their family and friends. And they prepare special food and cookies.

- What else do you know about Christmas?

-Christmas is also the day when Santa Claus visits the families and brings presents in bright paper and ribbons. 

-I like presents very much!

-Santa Claus brings them on Christmas Eve, the night before Christmas, when children are sleeping. 

-How does he get into the houses?

-He climbs down the chimney and leaves the presents under the Christmas tree. In the morning they open their presents together and then they go to the church. People wish a “Merry Christmas!” to each other. People sing many beautiful songs.

-How I love singing!

-Let’s sing a song!

-With pleasure!

Песня «Колокольчики».
- I think our guests can tell more about this wonderful holiday.
- Can you tell us something interesting about it?
Mike is telling about Cristmas
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-  Thank you very much. And now we’d to tell you about our Russian Christmas. 
3. Thirteen days after Western Christmas, on January 7th, the Russian Orthodox Church celebrates its Christmas, in accordance with the old Julian calendar. It's a day of both solemn ritual and joyous celebration
4. After the 1917 Revolution, Christmas was banned throughout Russia, along with other religious celebrations. It wasn't until 75 years later. Today, it's once again celebrated. 
5. It was once common practice, on Christmas Eve, for groups of people masquerading as manger animals to travel from house to house, having themselves a rousing good time, and singing songs known as kolyadki .
6. Some kolyadki were pastoral carols to the baby Jesus, while others were homages to the ancient solar goddess Kolyada, who brings the lengthening days of sunlight through the winter. In return for their songs, the singers were offered food and coins, which they gladly accepted, moving on to the next home

Kolyadki
7. Christmas is one of the most joyous celebrations. On the Eve of Christmas, it is traditional for all family members to gather to share a special meal.  
8. An old Russian tradition, whose roots are in the Orthodox faith, is the Christmas Eve fast and meal. The fast, typically, lasts until after the evening worship service or until the first star appears. The dinner that follows is very much a celebration, although, meat is not permitted. Kutya (kutia), a type of porridge, is the primary dish. It is very symbolic with its ingredients being various grains for hope and honey and poppy seed for happiness and peace.

Our guests are eating kutia.
9. Christmas Eve dinner is meatless but festive. Kutya is made of wheat or rice and berries or other grains which symbolize hope and immortality, and honey and poppy seeds which ensure happiness, success, and untroubled rest. The kutya is eaten from a common dish to symbolize unity. Some families used to throw a spoonful of kutya up to the ceiling. According to tradition, if the kutya stuck, there would be a plentiful honey harvest.

10. Traditionally, the meal consists of 12 different foods, symbolic of the 12 Apostles. The twelve foods are:

1) Mushroom soup
2) Lenten bread 
3) Grated garlic
4) Bowl of honey
5) Baked cod
6) Fresh Apricots, Oranges, Figs and Dates
7) Nuts
8) Kidney beans (slow cooked all day) and  potatoes, lots of garlic, salt and pepper to taste
9) Peas
10) Parsley Potatoes (boiled new potatoes with chopped parsley and margarine)
11) Bobal'ki (small biscuits combined with   poppy seed, with honey)
12) Red Wine
11. The Russians call this meal: "The Holy Supper." The family gathers around the table to honor the coming Christ Child.

12. A white table-cloth, symbolic of Christ's swaddling clothes, covers the Table.
13. Hay is brought forth as a reminder of the poverty of the Cave where Jesus was born
14. A tall white candle is place in the center of the Table, symbolic of Christ "the Light of the World."
15. A large round loaf of Lenten bread, symbolic of Christ the Bread of Life, is placed next to the Candle.
16. The meal begins with the Lord's Prayer, led by the father of the family. A prayer of thanksgiving for all the blessings of the past year is said and then prayers for the good things in the coming year are offered.
17. The head of the family greets those present with the traditional Christmas greeting: "Christ is Born!"

18. The family members respond: "Glorify Him!" The "Holy Supper" is then eaten. Then the family goes to Church, coming home between 2 and 3 am.
19. On the Feast of the Christmas, neighbors and family members visit each other, going from house to house, eating, drinking and singing songs and, of course, they give presents. 
20. We have unusual presents for you, too. Are you ready? Let’s watch them.

Children are dancing and singing
21. You know that we’re always glad to see you in our northern town, in our school. WE hope that next year is going to bring you happiness, love and peace.
Song (we wish you a merry Christmas…) and then children are practicing in speaking English

